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ifBrethren, keep alert, stand firm inoyder dioamiet h n
St Paul {1.Cor.13:16}

Primate His Eminence Metropolitan Archbishop Paul Saliba

Dean Rt Rev Fr Nabil Kachab Contact Details: ~ Church: 9319 4456 Mob: 0409 866 811
Sub-Deacon Hanna Zghaib email: kachab@optusnet.com.au

Dear faithful beloved in Christ

It is with much joy that | would like to convey to you my heartfelt wishes on this glorious and blessed
occasion.l hope and | pray that the star that led the Magi to the manger where Baby Jesus l&its head,
will lead you to Him so you can offer Him your heart to reside in. Also on this occasion | would like to
express my sinae thanks and gratitude to youfor your continuous support and prayers, for your love and
cooperation and for all the contbution which you have made for the various appeal that we had through
the year.

Christ is born let us keep on glorifying Him through our love for His beloved Church which he established for
us. Let us continue His glorification by becoming what He wantssuto be "His Brothers and Sisters" let us
renew our covenant with Him and strengthen the bond tha&xists between a Father and His children. On
this note | wish to conclude this greetindoy reminding ourselves about the beauty of God and His
metaphorical way in making us understand His relationship to us and us to Him.

He is the Pottewe are the vesselds 64:8)

He is the Shephende are the sheegofin 10:11)
He is the vinewe arghe branches.John 15:5)

He is the Physicianwe are the patientsMatt 9:12)
He is the Master we are His servantdVtt 10:24)
He is theFatherwe are his children. (1John 3:2
He is Godwve are His image.Genesis 1:26)

That is exactly what the mesage of Christmas is all aboulit is about understanding that we come from Him
and our life is a glorification to Him. St Araneus puts it very nicely and clearly by saying:

oThe Glory of God is a living man, and the life of a man consists in the beloldifg® d

| hope and | pray that we are able to achieve this awesome and Divine task that is before us ,We need t
keep up the good work and stay connected to Him who came down from heaven to earth in order to lift us u
from earth to Heaven. We need to be committed our faith by living the sacramental life of our church. We
must witness to Christ through our faith and good deeds.look forward to a blessed future as we continue
to work together in the Lordds field fo ' gl o

Have aJoyful Christmas and a Blessed New Year filled with Love anges
Peace witall your loved ones!!

With all my love and my unceasing prayers

Rt Rev Fr Nabil Kachab
Dean
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Parish Council News Richard Yarad & President

February saw the Cathedrabmmemoratehe retirement of Alice Doumani as President of the Ladies
Guild after 42 years. A special Liturgy Service followed by a Cocktail Party to thank Alice for her dedicated
service to St George Cathedvads held His EminenceMetropolitan Paulalso presented to the Ladies Guild
committee members from the past years with certificates of appreciation for their continuous support and
work for the Cathedral.

Also in February the Council and Ladies Guild had the pleasure of hosting the ArchdiocesalGe
Assembly weekend in our hall. Clergy and Board of Trustee members from all over Australia and one from N
Zealand attended to debate the future direction of all our churches. Again the Ladies Guild came to the fore
were kept busy catering ovehé¢ weekend.

In June Father Nabil and Father Romambsduced a
newway to remember our parishioner&\ ecial Thanksgiving
Liturgy Service was held for 48 colgs married for 20 years or
more. Following on from the services wasgocktail party in the
hall (photo to the right)

With Father Nabil s excel | ent adies or di
bathroom was completely renovated in July. The generosity of :
labour and materials from Parishioners of St George and sister churches was quite adzrteesavmg the
Cathedral many thousands of dollars. Next year the dnamd disabled toilets will be renovated.

The Divine Liturgy books have been printed in English and are being well accepted. Everyone now he
the opportunity to participate in the Sewe. Book holders are now being fitted to all the pews that will enable
the Parishioners to access them.

Therehavebeen a few disasters where our Parishioners have come forward again with their generosit
by donating to the Gaza and Victorian Bush Firpegls raising $3849.00 in February. Recently the Philippine
Misson Appeal raising $450@s well as sending 20 cartons of clothing to the mission.

Many more Plagues have been added to the Remembrance Board in memory of their loved ones. Th
money raisedrbm this appeal is allocated towards the preservation and upkeep of the Cathedral and Hall.

The celebration of both St Geodge Day and St (dieturejleit)hadiha lyall filefa s t s
parishioners enjoying a BBQ lunch and eacht h eompasy.The
annual picnic recently held at Periyark was still successful even
though threatened by theain; the children cetainly enjoyed the

animal farm, gamegaces and BBQt.was agreat family day.

The St George property in Clarence St Sydney still coasra
be a valuable investment for the Cathedtalvas purchased for $1.4
million dollars in September 2005. It has been rented as a dry cleaner
and laundry business. For the purchase a bank loan of $360,000.00
was required.The loan and principal is bieg paid off from the rental income. | would like to stress that not one
cent for the loan repayment comes from aoiper church funds.The loan is self supportive. Presently the
balance of the loan is $203,662.04.This acquisition when & finally paidoff will contribute towards the
upkeep and future preservation of the Cathedral.



http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2946386&id=604226742&op=1&view=global&subj=116316376509&oid=116316376509

As the Cathedraki55 years old therare alwaysrepairs and maintenance issues arising. Blocked drains
are a problemgdue to leaes settling in the roof gutteré. contractor is employed to have them cleaned twice a
year. There is a major problem with stormwater pipes and drainage between the Cathedral and Hall which is
being investigatedAt the moment we have a 20 year major pest control program being undertakehe
prevention of white ants for the Cathedral and hall. Council is always seeking help from Parishioners who a
specialised trades people for assistance and advise who are willing to help their Cathedral .The driveway
garden has been revamped anititae pot plants at the front of the cathedral have been upgraded These need
to be watered regularly. The grounds need to be kept clean from leaves also we get a lot of rubbish thrown ¢
the property from outsiders. Are there any parishioners who haweepin their Cathedral who can volunteer
their service by sweeping the grounds every Friday so our bea@dtthedral will look it finest for Weekend
Services?

| would like to thank the Ladies Guild who have been very supportive of the Parish Couresil hElp
and the catering for feasts days and other functions is always appreciated .This year theyniyweddnated
$10,000to the Council which has been added on to the Preservation Fund.

3 \ u We also have received a donation of $ 3000 which was raised
| through the baking of the Holy Bread. | would like to thafthena,
Nicholas andall the ladies who provide this service to the parigRhotoof
the small memorial Holy Break to the [gft

Unfortunately when | was overseas in April our treasurer
unexpededlyresignedThen i n June our Vice Pr
pleased to announce that Abudy Harb was appointed our new Vice Presider
Since April | have taken over as acting treasurer.

As the festive Season is upon us | would like to wish youBliéssed Christmas and a New Year full of
Joy and Good Health

Richard Yarad
President Parish Council

Ladies Guild News Yolla Yarad 8 President

You always hear these words used by so many people, behind every successful man thesaigpanigonian who
and it is the same for St George Cathedral. How accurate are these words. Our beloved Cathedral has a lot
supporting every type of fundraidingy and event

St George Ladies Guild haslEpimg the Parish and raisingynione
enhance and preserve our Cathedral for future gendnatipast, the
present, and veitintinue to do so in the future.

The ladies had another successful year, with social events that was h¢
various locations around Sydney.

The majavent was a thank you for our pestent Alice Doumani who hejo ,
the position for 40 years and still is a valued member of oufptmtanitteq
right)

Morning tea again was held at the Hall for Cancer Foundalibe faii&yl treitended raidemore funds to help
find cure for breast cancer.



The | adies committ ee dasingacticitegn®e < @ onleisn gna aammde ystridegrolo imn
Theophany (Ghtags)a a mo o Huving sha Holy Easter Week, and also at Raywv&usell decorated candles.
Every Sunday mornaudids sell titamoush and Spi nteedal. We proade gofffe and bistuits and s
drinks after each senlicis.not only the ladies in the committee but also other ladpiBbwhioeget involved in
these activities.

The dadies always provide the salads and the manpower for the Parish Council during the celebrations of Fee
annual picnic.

The Christmas Luncheon was heldragarty Decemlagrthe LakeSolf Club with 138 guests attending. We were
entertained by our English Sethacderd.iliane Coolewho sanfpr us a few old melodies andr@asistarols. Liliane
was accompanied by her talented mother Jeanette on the piano.

The ladies bathrooaswenovatdtis year
and some ladies have been saying toths th
facilities are equaatbve star hotel bathroo
We thank Father Nabil and the Parish Cou
their coordination of this hard task.

The Ladies this year donated to the Parish
Council aheque for $10,00Me used for the
building preservation fund.

| wold like to thank all St Geadjed and their families for their
continuous support to their Cathedral and to me and | wish them a Blessed Christmas and aNmaltgaand ha)

Yolla Yarad
President Ladies Guild

History and Heritage Committee News Rosemary Walker - chair

The History and Heritage committee's role is the research, preservation and promotion of the rich
heritage and culture of our forefathers and our Cathedral. This was brought together in our Red Book,
St George Cathedral and Its People, which is a continuous base to promotecumenically, in Government
and internationally.

The book is still available for purchase from the St George icon shop
Money raised from the sale of books last year during Emil Dan's visit and
promotion of St Georgein Lebanon (US$400) was recently donatedo the
St Michael Monastery, Baskinta Appeal, facilitated by the Ambassador's
wife, Her Excellency Miriele Daniel. A book was also presented to the
Ambassador on the evening of their fundraising event(photo to the right).

At the luncheon to celebrate Ledanonds National
Consul General Mr Robert Naoumpresented Alice Doumani with an Award of Achievement for the
wonderful work she has done for the Lebanese community.

The Memorial Board continueswith families dedicating a plaque in honour of their loved ones with the
funds going towards the preservation of the Cathedral. We thank Richard, Yolla, Einand Father Nabil
for their continued support and assistance with the families and plaques.

In the coming year we hope teexpand the displays in the hall and honour our Archbishop, Bishop and
Priests 8 past and presentd with a series of photos.

NewEnglish service books have been printed anddonated to the Cathedral by Marianna Koorey & family
in memory of the late Emile Koorey Clear perspexholders are in the process of being attached to the
back of our lovely pews making the books readily availabe to all. We ask you to look after them and
please remember to put them back in the boxes after the service.



We are continuing to research the best way to protect our wonderful icons,
considering the complexity of humidity etc and fixing of the glassand hope this
will be completed in theNew Year

Our goal still remains for the creation of a History and Heritage Foyer in an
updated hall.

Thank you to the subcommittee of Emil, Richard, Yolla, Alice, Roger and all for
their continued support.

Rosemary Walker

Strategic Planning Committee News Emil Dan - chair

The St. George Strategic Plan (copyright to St George Cathedral and Emil Dan Consulting) was commenced
some 9 years ago to analyse and plan each segment of the Cathedral for the next 15 years, and further on. If
reviews are conducted under the Total Quality Management and Continuous Improvement principles, such

plans work forever, no matter which committee or Board is in place. It is the vision of the Cathedral.

The work continues to wor  k on areas identified in the Strategic Plan, including how we:

1 Create greater awareness of our faith within our community, and ecumenically with other churches,
especially as part of the great Cathedrals of Australia
9 Service our community and all aspects and categories of our culturally
1 Preserve and promote the history of a Cathedral, our founding forefathers and our people both in
Australia and internationally, and use the Historic book of St. George as an advocacy tool.
1 Administer ou r affairs in a businesslike and transparent and accountable manner.
I Maintain and preserve our historic Cathedral and its environs, and upgrade our facilities (this has

been and will continue to focus on upgr  # DAzl BUIj UV G Ljlj BOIj dzBQy NJ nj NJhallj@gréde)DA B

A short term priority is the History and Heritage foyer project. This is coupled to the refurbishment and more

efficient use of the hall project, which is envisaged in the Sinking Fund.

Our longer term project is to seek opportunities through dialogue with the Redfern -Waterloo redevelopment
authority on any redevelopment of our street block. We hope that
should this occur the Cathedral would be the benefactor as a

cornerstone of a major community project.

Thank you to all, past present and future who participate and pray

continue these standards.

Emil Dan




Christmas & New Year Divine Services

Thursday 24" DecemberChristmas Eve
Bilingual Christmas Liturgy at 8.00m
EnglishChristmas Liturgy at 11.00pm

Friday 25" December Christmas Day

Liturgy at 10.30 am concludes at 11.30am

Friday 1% January 2010New Years Day
Circumcision of the Lord & St Basil Liturggt 10:30am

Tuesday5™ January 2010
Theophany Liturgy and thelessing of Water at 7.00 pm

The parish has been very active this last 12 months + with activities, construction, changes in service
o o

times and lots of joy and love.

This year our services went from one in the morning
and one in the evening =+ to both being held in the
morning. It took a little bit of juggling (particularly by
the Sunday School) but things have started to settle

and both our services are being received well.

Our hall was put to great use during the year with a
numb er of fun and successful luncheons being held.

Thanks to everyone who attended.

In November the annual Church picnic was held. Even
though we had a little rain it was a great day, thoroughly
enjoyed particularly by the children. A big thank you to
Abudy and his team who worked so hard to make the

day successful.



